
Rev. Dr. John (Hans) and Gretchen 
Trinklein serve the Lord through 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) as missionaries in 
Seoul, South Korea. Hans teaches 

at Luther Theological University (LTU) and Luther Seminary. He also works with LCMS’ partner church, 
the Lutheran Church in Korea (LCK), helping them with their strategic vision and planning, with church 
planting and with continuing education for their pastors.

Hans’ hometown is Racine, Wis. He calls Olive Branch Lutheran Church, Okawville, Ill., his home 
congregation. He received a Bachelor of Business Administration degree in public accounting from 
Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y. He also received a master’s degree in apologetics from the Simon 
Greenleaf School of Law, Anaheim, Calif. (now known as Trinity Law School, Santa Ana, Calif.). He 
acquired his Master of Divinity and a Ph.D. in systematics from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Before 
serving in South Korea, Hans worked as a public accountant; he taught accounting at three different 
universities in southern California; and he served as pastor first at Zion Lutheran Church, Pierce, Neb., 
and, most recently, at Olive Branch Lutheran Church, Okawville, Ill.

Gretchen was born in Whittier, Calif. She calls Olive Branch Lutheran Church, Okawville, Ill., her 
church home as well. She received a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Christ College, Irvine, Calif. 
(now known as Concordia University, Irvine, Calif.). Over the years, she has served as a Lutheran 
preschool teacher, a substitute teacher, a nanny, and a homeschool teacher to her children. Hans and 
Gretchen have four children - Jael Karth (married to Levi), Abigail (Abi), Michael (Mike), and John. Abi, 
Mike and John are with their parents on the mission field.
Please pray Colossians 1:9-12 over the Trinklein family. Also, please pray:

•	 For wisdom and creativity for Hans as he teaches English and theology classes at LTU and 
Luther Seminary;

•	 For Hans’ students, that they will be eager to learn and able to grasp and retain the material 
he teaches them;

•	 For the leadership of both LTU and the LCK, that together they can powerfully influence the 
Korean peninsula for Christ; and

•	 Ask God to protect the Trinkleins in body, soul and spirit; to bless their relationships, both 
within their family and in their communities; and to strengthen them to be bold witnesses of 
God’s redeeming love.

• BIRTHDAYS: Hans – May 3, Gretchen – June 17, Abigail (Abi) – Aug. 22, Michael (Mike) - Aug. 24, 	
                         John - Feb. 27
• ANNIVERSARY: July 24		  • HOME DISTRICT: Southern Illinois

• 	Pray daily for Hans and Gretchen — and how you can support 
and tell others about their ministry. Visit lcms.org/trinklein

• 	Learn about LCMS international work at lcms.org/international

• 	Support and adopt an international worker. Call 888-930-4438. 

Pray for
Rev. Dr. John (Hans) and Gretchen Trinklein
Theological Educator
Serving the Lord in South Korea

South Korea

Give securely online at lcms.org/trinklein or fill out the form below:

Name:				  

Address:				  

City:		  State:	 ZIP:	

Phone:		  Email:		

TYPE OF GIFT:
 A monthly recurring gift of $______________ for the duration of Hans and Gretchen’s 

service. (Please choose a payment method below.)
	

 A per-year pledge commitment of $___________ to be fulfilled:

¨ monthly	 ¨ quarterly	 ¨ semi-annually	 ¨ annually
	

 A special gift of $______________

I/WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE MY/OUR GIFTS BY:
 Check — Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Write Trinklein-South Korea Support on memo line.

 Automatic Withdrawal — Please include a VOIDED ORIGINAL CHECK. 

I/we hereby authorize The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to initiate automatic debits to 
my/our account at the financial institution named below. I/we acknowledge that the origination 
of direct debit (ACH) transactions to my/our account must comply with the provisions of U.S. 
law. This agreement will remain in effect until The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod receives a 
written notice of cancellation from me or my financial institution.

Financial Institution:	 Signature:	

 Credit/debit card
Card Number:	 Security Code:	

Type:	 	 	 	 

Name on Card:	 Exp. Date (mm/yy):	 /	

MAIL TO: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod • P.O. Box 66861 • St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

QUESTIONS? Call 888-930-4438 or send an email to mission.giving@lcms.org.

Gifts received for LCMS international workers are deposited in an account restricted for the support of eligible international workers. Any gifts 
received in excess of a worker’s requirement for a given year are held for that worker until needed. Should a worker’s service conclude for any 
reason, the funds remaining in the restricted account will be transferred to one or more eligible LCMS international workers who most closely fulfill 
the restrictions of the original gift. With documented donor permission, a restricted gift can also be utilized to support international work budgeted 
by the LCMS. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

“HERE AM I... SEND ME!”

Acct # A10998-69420

MY SUPPORT OF THE LCMS THROUGH THE WORK OF:  

Rev. Dr. John (Hans) and Gretchen Trinklein

LEARN  •  PRAY  •  GIVE  •  TELL •  SEND  •  GO  •  CELEBRATE


